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Welcome to beginning band!  Progress on a musical instrument depends a 

great deal on what is achieved during daily home practice sessions.  Instru-

mental music students will have an instrument locker at school for storage 

during the school day, but instruments should go home each evening.  The 

guidelines in this handbook will help you make the most of your musical 

experience.  Below is the calendar of events for the 2018 – 2019 school 

year.  Please help avoid schedule conflicts!  The bold dates are required 

performances that are part of the instrumental music curriculum.  If you 

have questions, email Mr. Snuffin at msnuffin@brownsburg.k12.in.us.  

August 

21 Tuesday BBOP (Brownsburg Band & Orchestra Parents) 7:30 PM   H.S. Orchestra Room 
 

September 

20 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 
 

October 

1 Monday Beginning Band Open Rehearsal 7:00 PM  B.E.M.S. Cafetorium 

11 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room  

29  BBOP Winter Fundraiser  Starts 
 

November 

13 BBOP Winter Fundraiser  Ends   

15 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 

21 Solo & Ensemble Entry Deadline 

 

December 

 4 BBOP Winter Fundraiser Pick-Up    B.E.M.S. K103 
 

January 

17 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 

25 Friday Beginning Band—Elementary Convocation Concerts 

26 Instrumental Solo & Ensemble Contest 
 

February 

21 BBOP   7:30 PM H.S. Orchestra Room 

23 BBOP Garage Sale   BHS Cafeteria 
 

March 

21 BBOP   6:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 
 

April 

18 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 

25Thursday Pops Rehearsal (6-12) 7:00 PM  Varsity Fieldhouse 

28 Sunday Band Pops Festival (6-12)  2:30 PM  Varsity Fieldhouse 
 

May 

16 BBOP   7:30 PM  H.S. Orchestra Room 
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Private Lessons: 

Private instrumental music lessons are available on 

most instruments.  Contact the individual teacher to set 

up a lesson time.  Check the band web site  http://

www.brownsburg.k12.in.us/band for the most current 

list of private teachers. 

 

 
  Flute  • Kendra Phillips (317) 892-3998 @ BEMS 757fleet@gmail.com 

     

 Oboe  • Katrina Brown (317) 482-8156 Lebanon 

 

  • Anita Tiemeyer (317) 293-7488 Speedway ast45@comcast.net 

 

Bassoon  • Candi Grunland (317) 727-1275 Indianapolis 

 

 Clarinet  • Kevy Bailey (765) 238-9608 @ BEMS  kevy.bailey@gmail.com 

 

  • Neil Broeker (317) 473-3731 Avon broekne@gmail.com 

 

  • Anita Tiemeyer (317-293-7488) Speedway 

 

Sax  • Sondra Hardisty (219) 398-0646 sondra.jeske@gmail.com  

 

  • Neil Broeker (317) 473-3731 Avon broekne@gmail.com 

 

  • Matthew Thena (260) 804-6882  @ BEMS 

 

Trumpet  • Jay Ellsmore (319) 541-2091 @ BEMS jay.ellsmore@gmail.com 

 

  • Nancy Pryor (317) 257-0272 @ BEMS npryor@indy.rr.com  

 

French Horn • Burke Anderson (425) 381-0538 @ BEMS 
      mynameisburke@gmail.com 

 

  • Darin Sorley (317) 885-1103 dsorley@uindy.edu 

 

Trombone  • Chaz Rhodes (317) 441-9852 @ BEMS rhodesc10@gmail.com 

 

Baritone  • Chaz Rhodes (317) 441-9852 @ BEMS rhodesc10@gmail.com 

 

Tuba  • Chaz Rhodes (317) 441-9852 @ BEMS rhodesc10@gmail.com 

 

  • Melissa Williams (317) 940-3055 @ Butler University 
 mmwilli1@butler.edu 

 

Percussion • Chris Murphree (615) 785-1482 @ BEMS 
       cmurph3268@gmail.com  

 

  • Andrew McAfee (317-358-7102) @ BEMS 

 

  • Paul / Mueller Studio (317-293-5057) rpaul1954@hotmail.com 

                       3049 W. 71st St. Indianapolis 

mailto:kkbailey@indiana.edu
mailto:evy.bailey@gmail.com
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Parents:  

The Brownsburg Instrumental Music Program is a new adventure for your 

child.  It is an opportunity not only to discover the pleasure of music, but 

also new disciplines, responsibilities, teamwork, self-esteem and many oth-

er benefits.  The most important ingredients for success in this venture are 

your encouragement, regular practice and maintaining interest and enthu-

siasm.  Your sincere interest and encouragement can mean success or 

failure for your child through the early learning stages. 

Some ways you can help. 

1. Be generous in your praise and encouragement.  Take a positive atti-

tude toward your child’s efforts.  (If expected to succeed, a person 

probably will.) 

2. Show an interest in your child’s practice and study, and show your sup-

port by attending all performance in which your child is involved. 

3. Set aside a regular time and place in your home for practice.  Arrange 

the practice schedule free from interruptions by TV, and brothers and 

sisters. 

4. Provide your child with as good an instrument as possible and a safe 

place to keep the instrument in your home. 

5. Provide your child with a music stand.  It will promote good posture and 

proper breath control. 

6. Help your child to remember his/her instrument and music each morn-

ing. 

What we’re trying to do for your child.. 

We provide a music study program which will teach your child: 

1. To enjoy working with others. 

2. To develop individual skills for social life at school 

3. To know music through familiarity with specific compositions. 

4. To experience the thrill of playing well with and for others. 

 

Student growth through music will be gained by learning to: 

1. Concentrate on the job at hand. 

2. Play an instrument in class 

3. Prepare for lessons at home 

4. Listen to the playing of others 

5. Develop a musical ear. 

6. Develop rhythmic and melodic feeling 

7. Play individually at school, home and in the community 

8. Accept constructive criticism by the teacher. 

9. Find satisfaction through music activities. 

Practice Time: 

One half hour a day of practice is recommended for the 

average beginner.  This time may be split into two or three 

shorter sessions.  Practicing at the same time every day is 

good, but some flexibility should be built into the schedule.  

Don’t bring the world to a halt at 6:30 every evening be-

cause it is time to practice.  If the situation merits, resched-

ule the practice session to an earlier or later  time. 

Practice Goals: 

While it is important to practice a sufficient amount of time each day, it is 

essential to have definite goals in mind for each session.  These goals 

might include working to improve the tone of one note or the ability to play 

a lengthy tune or exercise without a mistake.  The first few weeks of prac-

tice will be just the basics of producing a tone.  As you gain experience on 

your instrument, a typical half hour session might be broken down as is 

shown below. 

 

Climate: 

Practicing should be done in an area that is free of distractions—away from 

the TV, radio, telephone and family traffic.  To insure good practice habits 

from the beginning it is very important to have a music stand, good light 

and a straight backed chair each time you play your instrument.  A mirror is 

also very beneficial. 
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Number of 

Minutes 

3 –5 

 

 

10 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

5 –7 

Material 

 

Long tones: easy drills 

at a slow tempo 

 

Familiar exercises and 

tunes 

 

New Material 

 

 

 

Personal musical en-

joyment 

Goal 

 

Warm-up of embou-

chure, breath and instru-

ment 

Improve fluency and fin-

ger movement. 

 

New rhythms, notes, key 

signatures, range and 

articulation 

 

Personal choices of play-

ing 
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Elementary Convocation Concerts: 

On Friday, January 25, 2019 the BCSC Beginning Band and Orchestra will 

play convocation concerts for fifth grade students..   

  

Paige’s Music: 

Parents may contact Paige’s Music directly at 800-382-1099 to request a 

loaner instrument when sending in their child’s instrument for repair.  Par-

ents may also purchase supplies directly using this phone number or by 

accessing the Paige’s website www.paigesmusic.com.  Loaner instruments 

and supply orders are delivered to school each Thursday.  Students should 

complete a repair tag and turn it in to Mr. Snuffin by Wednesday morning 

so that a loaner instrument may be ordered.  

 

Solo & Ensemble: 

Sixth grade band students that are studying privately may enter the Indiana 

State School Music Association (ISSMA) Solo and Ensemble contest.  Solo-

ists play with a piano accompaniment.  Students arrange their own practice 

time after school.   

 

Website: 

The Brownsburg Bands website is available to give you access to a variety 

of information about our instrumental music program.  The full year calen-

dar of events is available.  There are also numerous links to websites relat-

ed to our curriculum. You may access the site from any of the individual 

school websites or directly at:  

www.brownsburgbands.com 
 

 

 

Educational Program and Class Standards 

 Student Responsibility 

1. Bring instrument, music, pencils, etc. to class.  Be sure to check 

the purple/white schedule on the back of the passport. 

2. Keep instrument in good working order.  Woodwind instruments 

should be serviced twice per year and brass instruments should be 

serviced at least once per year.  Students may send instruments in 

to Paige’s Music for repair each Thursday.  An  instrument repair 

tag must be completed on Wednesday so that a loaner instrument 

may be ordered. 

3. Be at all performances. 

4. Be on time. 

5. Raise your hand to ask a question and ask it from your seat. 

6. Complete all assignments. 

7. Try to the best of your ability. 
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Grades: 

1. Test grades are based on method book exercises, current music, 

scales, etc.  Tests average four per nine week grading period. 

2. Students should retake a test to receive a higher grade. 

3. Home practice is expected of all students.  Students should average 30 

per day, six days per week. 

4. Grading Scale: 
 A+  100 - 98 C 77 - 73 

 A  97 - 93 C- 72 - 70 

 A-  92 - 90 D+ 69 - 68 

 B+  89 - 88 D 67 - 63 

 B  87 - 83 D- 62 - 60 

 B-  82 - 80 F 59 and below 

 C+  79 – 78 

5. Nine week grades are comprised of: 

  20% Participation 

 10% Quizzes / Written Work 

 70% Assessment (playing tests) / Performance (concerts) 

 Concert performances are part of the music curriculum and 

 student attendance is a graded expectation of the class. 

 

Conduct: 

Students will: 

1. be in their seat ready to rehearse when class begins. 

2. have no gum, candy or soft drink when playing their instrument. 

3. complete all hair combing, personal grooming, etc. outside of class 

4. not play instruments or use equipment until instructed to do so by 

the teacher. 

5. listen and not talk or play their instruments when the teacher is 

talking.  

6. not lean on or twist the music stands. 

7. remain in their seats until dismissed by the teacher. 

8. keep instrument lockers locked at all times. 

9. follow all school rules at band activities, as well as during class. 

 

 Equipment: 

1. Play or use only your own instrument or equipment, or one as-

signed to you. 

2. Do not use the sound system without permission. 

3. Do not use any percussion equipment as a table. 

4. Instruments placed should be placed in your assigned locker.  Fail-

ure to keep the locker locked will result in losing the privilege of 

using a locker.  Locks must be kept locked.  Instruments must be 

secured. 

5. During class cases should be kept against the wall in the band 

room or put back in the locker.  Students should not leave cases 

on any hallway floor. 

6. Instruments should go home each evening for home practice. 

 

http://www.paigesmusic.com/

